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DRAFTED BY PM/SAS: FCORRY/RWSMITH:LD 
APPROVED BY PM/SAS: MR. KOCHANEK 
AF/E - MR. WAUCHOPE 
S/S.SGOLDSMITH 

032653 160107Z/72 

P R 160040Z FEB 78 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO AMEMBASSY KHARTOUM PRIORITY 
INFO AMEMBASSY PARIS 
AMEMBASSY ROME 
AMEMBASSY MOGADISCIO 

SECRET STATE 040701 

EXDIS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: MASS, SO, FR, IT 

SUBJECT: EUROPEAN ARMS FOR SOMALIA 

REF: KHARTOUM 0590 


Message Text 


1 . REQUEST EMBASSY OBTAIN FROM SOURCE OF INFORMATION 
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION ON THE "COBRA" HELICOPTERS AND 
ARMORED PERSONNEL CARRIERS MENTIONED IN REFTEL: SPECIFI- 
CALLY MORE PRECISE DESCRIPTIONS OF BOTH ITEMS AND ORIGINS 
AND PRESENT LOCATION OF EQUIPMENT. FOR EXAMPLE.DETER- 
MINE IF POSSIBLE WHETHER OR NOT THE HELICOPTERS MENTIONED 
ARE BELL AH-1G/J AIRCRAFT AND WHETHER OR NOT THE APC'S 
ARE M 1 13A1S PRODUCED UNDER LICENSE BY OTO-MELARA OF 
ITALY - A PROJECT IN WHICH FIAT HAS A SHARE. 
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2. THE ONLY HELICOPTERS WITH THE DESIGNATION "COBRA" 

ARE PRODUCED IN THE US BY BELL, AND THEY HAVE BEEN PROVIDED 
TO ONLY TWO FOREIGN GOVERNMENTS (6 EACH TO SPAIN AND 
ISRAEL). NO FOREIGN FIRM PRODUCES A COBRA-TYPE OF HELI- 
COPTER, ALTHOUGH THERE ARE A VARIETY OF ARMED HELICOPTERS 
WORLDWIDE. VANCE 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


SECRET 


NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: Z 

Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: ARMS, ALLEGATIONS, MILITARY SALES 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 16feb 1978 

Decaption Date: 20 Mar 2014 

Decaption Note: 25 YEAR REVIEW 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 

Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978STATE040701 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: FCORRY/RWSMITH:LD 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D780070-0643 
Format: TEL 
From: STATE 
Handling Restrictions: 

Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t19780246/aaaabmuj.tel 

Line Count: 62 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 

Message ID: fc7047d5-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 

Office: ORIGIN SS 

Original Classification: SECRET 

Original Handling Restrictions: EXDIS 

Original Previous Classification: n/a 

Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: SECRET 
Previous Handling Restrictions: EXDIS 
Reference: 78 KHARTOUM 590 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 28 apr 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 3570956 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: EUROPEAN ARMS FOR SOMALIA 
TAGS: MASS, SO, FR, IT 
To: KHARTOUM 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/fc7047d5-c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 2014 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



